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LONG LIVE THE SPANISH SOCIALIST REPURLIC 


Since our article on the Spanish Revolution in the last issue of the Class Strug- 
gle, immense changes have taken place which must be thoroughly analyzed by the working 
class throughout the world. 


First and foremost is the fact that the old rotten Liberal government has gone out 
of existence and in its stead is a new regime in which the Socialists and Communists 
have a clear majority. This result has been due to the fact that the civil war is far 
more severe than had been originally conceived. It now involves the very life and 
death of Ssain. In the course of the severe fighting all half-way measures have to go 
by the board. It has been found that the bourgeois Republicans in the government have 
sabotaged every inch of the way. They had aided the Fascists in their mobilizations 
before the outburst; they have hindered thedefence of the important positions in the 
battle; they have refused to conscript wealth and the general population for the strug- 
gle; they have protected the Fascist and Monarchist prisoners as long as possible; they 
have thwarted the workers and toilers in accomplishing the social aims of the revolu- 
tion. 


As a result the Spanish people were being defeated in one decisive battle after 
ther with great losses. The fall of Irun served notice another course would have 
es Sursued. The masses have seen that they would have to get rid of their treacherous 
bourgeois allies or they would be destroyed. It was not the action of the Socialists 

nor of the Stalinists that ousted the "People's Front" coalition, but the demands of 
the people themselves to use all the force at its disposal to crush the rebellion. 

It was not merely the fact that the workere refused to give up their lives for the ab- 
stractions of a bourgeois republic, but the practical realities of the civil war that 
showed that only the greatest development of the power of the people stifled by the 
bourgeois republican element of the "People's Front" could defeat tho enemy. 


Thus, now for the first time in the history of Spain the Socialists have a clear 
majority of the government. It is a sign not that they have fought for Socialism but 
that the workers are moving so strongly to the proletarian diftatorship as to take the 
Socialist politicians along with them. Together with the Communist Party, the Social- 
ists, however, even now do not abandon their bourgeois friends but insist that they 
teuain in the government as a minority. As we wrote last month long before the 
events:: 


"In the course of the struggle the Socialists headed by Largo Caballero, who is 
playing with the title of the 'Spanish Lenin will have to take over the government. 
Of course the Socialists will not want to transform the government into Soviets. 
Indeed, the Socialists will take over the government only in order to prevent the Sov- 
iets and the organization of the workers from dominating the scene and deciding events. 
Rather than allow Soviets to be formed the bourgeois republicans will turn parliament 
over to the Socialists. Once in power the Socialists may temporarily talk about na- 
tionalization of certain industries, but that will be only while the fighting is on. 
By no meqns will they countenance the taking over of the factories by the workers. But 
the workers will begin to do this anyway. Thus the very taking over of power by the 
Socialists will mean the rupture with the Republican bourgeoisie who will go over to 
the side of the reactionary enomy, This will result in an intensification of the civil 
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. 
war which in turn will make the compromising position of the Socialists utterly unten- , 
able and the Sociahists, too, will be forced to quit the scene as a progressive force | 


None of these words has to be modified today...Although the Socialists and the 
Stalinists are in office together, they make no demands for the change of government 
from parliaments to Soviets. We could expect this from the Socialists but should not 
the so-cailed Communists under Stalin have remembered the theses of the Third Congress 
or the Communist International under Lenin which declared: "Parliamentarism cannot be 
a form of proletarian government during the transition period between the dictatorship 
of the bourgeoisie and that of the proletariat. At the moment when the accendated 
class struggle turns into civil war, the proletariat must inevitably form its state 
organization as a fighting organization which cannot contain any representatives of 
the former ruling oclassos. All fictions of the ‘national will' are harmful to the 
proletariat at that time..,.eThe only form of proletarian dictatorship is a Republic 
of Soviets ,"? 


However, the Stalinists have forgotten all they ever knew about Leninism or Marx. 
is, “They still shout about the People's Front in Spain although the People 's Front 
lad in fact diseppeared. Not only is this true in the government but in the actual 
fieli of battle whcre as at San Sebastian we see the bourgeois Republican Basques 
treacu.erously give up this important city to the enemy without a fight; Yot the Basque 
Natioilelist representative is kept in the Cabinet of the new government,regardless,. Not 
& word do we hear from the Socialists and Stalinists about the treacherous conduct of 
the President, Azana, last vestige or rather hostage of the Pecnle's Front, until re- 
ports in the capitalist press inform us that f&zana has fled the government and has 
sought refuge in the Argontine legation, preparatory to leaving the country in an Argen- 
tine cruiser. This is no flight from Fascism, but rather a flight from the workers 
and toward Fascism. Azana now realizes that in spite of the support to the bourgeoisie 
offered by the Socialists and the Stalinists, neither party can control the masses and 
that the Socialist Republic is on the order of the day. 


It is not only that neither Socialists nor Stalinists demand the abolition of the 
fake Constituent Assembly--for now it is truly a shell, since all the reactionaries 
and most cf the bourgeois Liberals have fled and no longer participate in any deliborm- 
tions--anc the institution of real bodies, Soviets; but far more significant is the 
fact thut nowhere do these so-called revolutionary parties make the slightest effort 
to proceed to the socialization of industry, to workers’ control and the end of private 
property in the means of production. 


Wiocever this is being accomplished, it is being done by the workers themselves, 
ia Catelouia it was found more convenient by the people for them to break from the 
Spanish government and set up their own autonomous region before socializing their in- 
dustrics. And it is precisely in Catalonia where the Socialists and Stalinists do 
not have the principal voice in proletarian affairs. The Stalinists, on the contrary, 
still ardently maintain that it is not, a question of a social revolution, that the 
workers must not end capitalism but meroly fight for the cantinuation of the "democna- 
tic"republic,. 


wx In Catalonia, from all reports, matters are proceeding rapidly towards the 
abolition of capitalism. Faotories are being seized; food rationed; workers militia 
set up; the bourgeoisie shot down; the wealthy quarters turned over to the poor; the 
principal buildings appropriated by the revolutionary organizations, etc. From Cata- 
lonia militaty columns are being sent all over Spain, to Madrid, to Saragossa, to 
Huesco, and elsewhere to stiffen up the front. Everywhere these Red troops bring the 
hope of Communism to the people. 
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tis Comanist <irty is now in the govursucat out it ocueves cxectly the way Stalin 
wanted the Russian Party to beiave bevors ocala errived in Fuseia in 1917,z¢ t.. t La 
fueclose alliance with tio °Socicliéts, serv a¢ecs > cvuollce td sucheand. 080. "Cokgc.dcts" 
have put no demands separate from the Socialists. Scaiudalous as it way scem, wus Ctal- 
inists uow in the government still make no effort to come for tle independence of 
“rocco or appeal to the Moorish shock troops of the Fascists to fight for their own 
Ludependence which will be aided from now on by the new workors government which iins 
wyouudieted imperialism. Instead the Moors see no charge from the attitude of the old 
So-uish imperialist governnuent even though Socialists of the Left (not of the "Right" 
..2te) and so-called Communists are at the head, 


The fact of the matter is that the "Left" Socialists and the Stalinists are des- 
sorately trying to maintain capitalism in Spain, The value of the new Socialist and 
}valinist regime consists meroly in the fact that thege people dare not openly sabotage 
bic Pur athuy against tho Fascists as the Azanas and the bourgeois Republicans have done. 
Hen 5 ..ir ovm heads are at stake, they must permit the forces of the people to be-~ 
Oe v1. sucd furthor than over. This eventually must spell the doom not only of the 
6.4 isaullion but of the "Left" Socialists and the Stalinists as woll. 


Now for the first tims there has been introduced universal conscription of all 
who are iiot at work and of evory able-bodied person, men and, in many cases, women. 
Foclig sticu determination of tho people it will be almost impossible for the Fascist 
troops to win, in spite of the great aid givon them from abroad and the international 
isolation of the Left government. But the Spanish people have still enemous work 
cut out ahoad of them, Up to now they still have not formed a roal Rod Army. They 
still oysrate haphazardly, without a plan and centralized direction. Thus, we have 
isolated caipaigns in Muloga, in Oviedo, in Bilbgo, in Saragossa, in Mallorca, in 
Madrid, etc, 


Such a policy can be fatal in the long run against an exporionced onemy. it 
leads only to the defensive never to the cfléusive. But dF defonsive fic.ting alene 
the j¢o,le cannot win, And they cannot take ths offensive unless thoy have aCe. tral= 


ized force, discipline and pdan. 


Up to now the Anarchist tradition,with its loos cucrille warfare, hes carri.d 
the day but it now must and is giving way. A Rod Aruy is being formed, Put such a 
eae Jiumy cannot be organized without a genuine Communist Party. Up to now 4t is proe- 
“soly this kind of a Party that has been lacking. If it is not formed the workers 
621.36 is lost. However, the gorms of such a party are there in fact and tho party 
must and will be formed in the course of tho fight. 


Tho issue is becoming more and moro clear: Under the guise of supporting the 
government, the people are really moving to Socialism and the Dictatorship of the Pro- 
letariat and as they march in that direction thoy are bound to organize their own 
Buoy «id land comfittees and Sovicts with full power. The old government apparatus 
will crash to earth just as suroly as the old army has now been blown to pieces. if 
tnuoy conscript mon they will conscript property and they will proceed from equalitar- 
ianism as a policy to socialization of the moans of production, This, in turn, will 
allow the masses for the first time to fight for the indopondence of the colonial 
peoples, to really address themselves to the poor Moorish colonial soldiers fighting 
against then and to win them for the cause of Socialism. 


As the Stalinists have turned into filthy Liberal-Socialists, it is after all the 
Anarchists who are behaving like gonuine Communists. They have retained the namo 4n- 
erchists, but in fact many of thom have lost their Anarchist theories almost ontirely. 
Tuey uré now strongly supporting authoritarian action; they aro on govepypment bodies 
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to erit,: ou the stinugslep ticy are forming ccatralized organizations; they are helping 
along the dictatorship of ‘the proletariat. Ever since 1934 and the lost Asturias 
revolt, Anarfhism has been in a deep crisis in Syu.in. The old Anarchism has been killec 
Only a small fraction of the revolutionary petty bourgeoisie and intelligenzia now 
adhere to the old type of Libertarian-Communis:in. Tho new Anarchists are taking the © 
piece to a considerablo measure of the Stalinists who have betrayed the cause of 
Communism. 


By no means does this mean that these new recruits to the cause of tne proletar- 
ian revolution are troined Leninists. But in spite of the fact that they keep the name — 
Anarchists they are far better Leninists in fact, with all their traditions and mis- 
takes, than the stinking Stalinist Party with its “People's Front" and tlass collabora- — 
tion. These revolutionary sleucnts arc truly following basically a correct line. | 
They denounce; the Pooplo's Prout: they put no faith in the bourgeois Republicans; they 
oppose the present typos of Stute: they Tight reaction but they do not faght for bour- 
geois Ropublicanism., They push the faker politicians constantly to the left; ibney 
inaugurate the wost drastic. acts of reprisals against the bourgeoisie and carry on 
constant Red terror against the enemy class within their ranks; thoy declare plainly 
that their task is not only to dofsat Fascism but to institute the new social ordur. 


In line with this hopoful sign is the fact that the Workers Party of Marxist Unity 
is also growing and increasing its wight. It has been rumored that Manrin has bocu 
killed. This leaves really onl; Aidroas Nin to heud the “arty. But Nin has had some 
training in the Internationalist icft Communist Moverent. He is far bettor prepared 
ideologically than any other to teke full advantage of the situation. It is significant 
that ho refuses t become part of the govornment and while fighting reaction,dsnounces 
all the StalinistSocialist-bourgcois coabitions aud their "Psople's Fronts", Also 
Nin has been closo to the Syndicolist movement end has its respect. Should thore be 
a coalition of forces nationally under the direction of the forwor Internationalist 
Communist Left there is no doubt thut the Spanish Revolution will take a still further 
step towards Socialism and the World Rovolution. 


The terrible influence of the Socialist-Stalinist-bourgeois "People's Front" is 
to be scen also in the international aspect of ths Spanish Revolution. On the ons 
side, the Italian and German Fascist States are helping with all their mitght, Tuc; 
have sent in large numbers of the most powerful bombers with full crews and plenty of 
equipment and bombs to destroz; the Spanish people. “hey have helped materially in 
defoating the people's forces in the Islands of the Mediterranean, especially Mallorca, 
They have threatened to bo»ubard Barcelona, the most important city of Spain. Thoy 
have demanded repeated ©. ologies fron tho Spanish Left government for daring to protect 
itself from the outrages co:.nitted by the foreign Fascists. They hava used their 
embassies to pour in a stream of money and supplies to tne Fascist forces of Snain. 


On the Western side of Spain, Portugal now has begun a complete fascisation of its 
regime. Up to now there had boca established a military dictatorship. But with tho 
woving to the left of the Spanish Rovolution, this military dictatorship is now being 
buttressed by the arming of tho cxtava civil forecs controlled by the aristocratic 
and capitalist elements. The Portuguese governnue:% 1as put down the mutiny in its nav- 
al forces with the most sévore ro,risels cguns’: tle sailors. It has strengthened its 
reactionary supports on covery sido. Tt hus opetly taken sides against tho Spanish Roe- 
public and for the rebels, + has becone the greatcst countor-rovolutionary center 
against Spain on tho entire continent, boing tke source for all the supplies for the 
rebels that are pouring in daily to aid their cause, 


Certainly, this could not have boen done without some acquoscence on the part of 
the Sritish, the traditional frionds of whom the Portuguese have been for a long ines 
The “ritish-Portuguose alliance is of old standing and firmly comonted. Yet the Brie 
tish look on with on action on its part to prevont the formation of an Italian-German- 
Portuguese Bloc to crush the Spanish Ropublic,. 
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In return, it is reported that the reactionists are willing to grant Portugal 

a portion of Spain directly to the North of her present borders. Spsin will cede the 
Balearic Islands to tho Italians and Portugal promises to give the Canaries to tho 
Germans, the Germans to abandon all claims to the Portuguese sections of Africa in 
return. We do not know whether all these rumors are accurate but where there is smoke 
there is generally some fire and in this case the reports fit in well with the imper- 
ialist adventurous schemes of the large Fascist continental powers, Italy and Germany. 


— 


But even more scandalous than "democratic® British toleration of these moves is 
the position of the French "People s Front Government" and that of the Socialist 
Slum. While the forees of Fascism are bending all their might for the destruction of 
the Spanish People's movament, Blum doos all he can to isolate the Spanish Republic 
and turn it over to the Monarchist hounds for destruction. In spite of the greatest 
pressure on the part of the French workers, in spite of repeated demonstrations eld 
now even general strikes,, the Socialist Blum remains adamant. And just as the Syitish 
Trade Union Congross supports the position of its bourgeois government to remain "nou- 
trol" although the formal position of every government is to adopt a friendly attitude 
toward a government it considers friendly, 60 does the Socialist Blum insist on sorv- 
ing the interests of his own bourgeoisie by barring arms and munitions to Spain. 


And yet it is ordinary capitalist courtesy to permit friendly governments to buy 
arus and wuiitions in their country while preventing rebels from doing so. Apparont- 
ly it makes a great difforence to the british Lapor Leaders and to the French Social- 
ists whether the govornmsnt that wants to busy such arms and munitions is a Left gov- 
ernment or not and whether tho rebels are workers or bosses. If the rebels are 
bourgeois, then they cre to te favored; if the governmont is being controlled by the 
workers, then the governucnt must be barred from purchase of arms in that country. 
Such is the "neutrality," of the Socialists of France and the Habor Partyites and 
the Trade Union scoundrels in England. 


Of coursc, what is bothering these people is that the Socialist Revolution can 
not succeed in Spain without precipitating civil war in France and England. The 
workers there too will have to uove for power and struggle against international 
Fascism with more than platonic phrases. What is bothering them acutely also is the 
fact that the Spanish people cannot win without establishing the independence of Mor- 
occo and calling for the frocc>om of all African colonies. This must inevitably mean 
civil- war in French Morocco a.i tie spreading of tue entire war throughout the whole 
Colonial world. The grout Jritisk Empire and French colonial possessions are at 
stake, The British Trade Union leaders and the French Socialists mean to fight for 
the colonies of their masters to tue end. 


If we look at capitalist Europe as a whole, we see that it is burning at both 
ends. In the Bast there is the record of the Russian Revdlution, in the West, tho 
great Spanish Revolution which can spread to France and Belgium and throughout the 
world. Fascism must strike quickly if it is to extinguish these mighty flames, 


There is this great difference vosween Russia and the West. Russia was under the 
domination of the Third International iow destroyed py Stalinism. With its theory of 
Socialism in one country, Stalinism has played a role crushing the proletarian revolu- 
tion elsewhere. The Spanish Revolution cannot turn to Stalinism. It must turn to 
the World Revolution end thus it must turn to the Fourth International. The victory 
of tho Spanish Sooial Revolution is the end of Stalinism and the rise againg of gen- 
uine revolutionary internationalism. 


But in the meantime the Spanish Revolution moves gloriously forward, It is now 
well on the way to establishing the rule of the workers. LONG LIVE THE SPANISH 
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC’ LONG LIVE THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL ,. 
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THE STRATEGY OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL (II) 
Workers Control over Production 


The principal strategical problems with which the Fourth International will have 
to be concerned are the problems of 1. Workers Control over Productions 2, Direct 
Actéons 3, Permanent Revolution; 4, Arming of the proletariat; 5, United Fronts 6,In- 
surrectionary Strategy; 7, The Formation of a New Communist International, It can be 
seen that these problems are truly pertinent to the field of strategy, that they have 


to do neither with the day-to-day relations in the spnere of tactics nor with ciie 
ultimate relations of program and objective, They have to do with those questions 
which tie up the given day-to-day work with the program and bring the program to 
actual realization, 


The Fourth International will have to make the most careful study of the question 
of workers! control over production, Under some circumstances, where there is no re- 
volutionary situation and the capitalist order is relatively stable, the slogan Workers 
Control over Production may be used in a very opportunist and reformist sense, provi- 
ding a theoretical basis for all sorts of sohemes of collaboration with the employers, 
We must beware that revolutionary phrases do not in fact cover up counter-révolution- 
ary policies, 


Even Fascists have organized their Fassist organizations with the specious plea 
that they are going to give the workers some control over industry. Very often com- 
pany unions are built by employers with the slogan that they believe in industrial 
democracy and the right of the workers to have a say in the business, £gdin, it is 
possible for labor leaders, like Sidney Hillman of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers 
demagogically to declare that " the industry has resvonsibility to the workers" only 
in order to work out some joint action with the manufaoturerst association or in order 
to help the bosses "put order" into the industry by collaborating with them in the 
intpoduction of machinery, in speed-up and rationalization plans, etc, Most often 
the idea that the workers should control their jobs is used by the trade union bureau- 
crats to obtain the "check-off" system whereby the dues to the union are taken out of 
the wage envelopes by the bosses and handed over to the union officials, On the sur- 
face it seems that this measure compels the boss to work for the union, in reality 
4t results in the bosses and union officials working hand in hand while the union 
members have precious little to say about finances, Also, the idea of workers' control 
can be interpreted to mean that the union bureaucracy should coritrol the right to 
hire and to fire men on the job. 


Similarly, the term " Workerst Control" has been abused by the functionaries of 
the opportunist Labor parties. When a Labor Party gets into government office, at 
once the officials begin to talk to the workers in industry that strikes would embar- 
rass the Labor Government, that the workers are really controlling the factories and 
industries through their parliamentary Labor Party, etc. The elections of the Labor 
Party are run on the assumption that Labor Party victories would mean workers! control 
over the resources of the nation. As a matter of fact, everywhere we see these Labor 
Parties defend capitalism and prevent the workers from moving towards Socialism throug 
genuine workers! control. 


An interesting variation of the Labor Party use of the term “Workers' Control" is 
the phrase "Industrial Democracy". In the United States the Railroad Brotherhoods in 
1921 came out for the Plumb Plan of operation of the railroads, which plan had as its 
features the nationalization of the railroads with full compensation and their opera- 
tion sy a board composed of workers, management and government. This class-collabora- 
tion scheme was called "Industrial Democracy” or “Workers! Control over Production", 
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A similar proposal was made by John L Lewis and the United Mine Workers after the 
war in reference to the coal mines Behind the vhrases that sounded as though labor 
was advancing its interests, was the brazen attempt of the union officials to link 
up the uiions with the government to speed up production and prevent strikes, 


In the light of these opportunist and dangerous methods of misconstruing the 
idea of workers! control over production, it is very necessary that the Fourth In- 
ternational work out carefully its analysis so that revolutionary organizations will 
not use the slogan of workers' control in any fashion that will bolster up capitalism, 
The danger of opportunism can not be eradicated, it is inherent in the situation in 
which the workers are forced to take control, 


It can be seen from the very terms that the idea of workers taking control over 
industrial production does not mean that they dispossess the owners and take over 
the property themselves, This is far from the case. The employer still owns the 
factory; he is still nominally the possessor and the proprietor. Only he now loses 
the right to close down the plant, the right to hire and to fire workers as he pleases, 
the right to dictate working conditions, etc. In his plant there is now formed a 
committee of workers that goes over his books, limits his profits, sets up its own 
control, prevents sabotage or lock-down of the plant, Naturally, then, we have a 
situation of dual powor that can not last for any length of time, 


No employer is going to allow the intolerable situation of workers taking control 
over his plant without putting up a battle. On the other hand, the invasion of his 
plant by the workers means that they are preparing to establish their own ownership 
and rule shortly and that the control is only a stepping stone on the way. Thus, when 
properly used, the slogan " Workers* Control over Production" is adopted by the prolo- 
tariat, on the one hand, when the capitalists are losing control of the situation or 
have provoked the masses into action without havizg the strength to stop them, and, 
on tho other hand, when the workers are reacy to establish tho dictatorship and take 
full possession but are not as yet able to do so. 


Every revolution has this sort of transition period and since the factual situa- 
tion is inevitable, it is necessary for revolutionists to examine it from all points 
of view, A revolutionary organization can not issue the slogan "Workers! Control 
over Production" if it is meant to be carried out during periods of capitalist sta- 
bility, when it can only imply wholesale collaboration of the workers with the bosses 
in which the workers become the coolies to worry about the production problems of the 
capitalists and measvres to increase their profits, A Communist Party can issue the 
demand for workers! coutrol only in periods which are becoming revolutionary, when 
the masses are in action and the demand of workers! control will unleash the energy 
of the toilers still further, will bring matters to a head-on collision and impel the 
proletariat to take the necessary steps for the conquest of power. 


The Socialists have the idea that the workers must be trained not in “destructive 
operations but in " construotive" work and part of that constructive work is to know 
how to manage and operate the factories so that when Socialism comes the working class 
will be trained by the bosses so that everything will work smoothly without a hitch, 
The revolutionist, on the other hand, understands very well that the slogan workers! 
control can be used only ina revolutionary situation, when the "destructive" factors 
of social evolution are reaching their highest level, when the employer is trying to 
lock-out the workers and throw them out on the street so that pitched battles with the 
military can be provoked and the workers can be either shot down or. starved into sube 
mission, Workers’ control over production is used in a period when such control will 
not be accompanied by more production but by more revolutionary activity of all sorts, 
It is to be accomplished, not in order to teach the workers "mamagement" but in order 
to build up the fighting forces and realize the objectives of the revolutionary move- 
ment.» 
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While in the hands of opportunists and rot'ormists of all kinds, the idea of 
v.or-ers! control harnesses the worlsors to the carts of the bosses, in the hands of 
revolutionists the workers' control over the factories is a transition policy, a 
strategy that will move the masses from their stable and accustomed mode of action 
to the »ractice of establishing their own dictatorship and ownership of -the means 
of production, With the reformists it is a method of contpolling the workers; with 
the genuine Communists it is a method of wiping out the control of the bosses, 


Ht is paradoxical but true that workers! control is introduced precisely at a 
time when all social control is being lost; when society is in chaos and civil war is 
soon to be on the order of the day. Herein lies also the difference between workers! 
control and the dictatorship of the proletariat, Under the dictatorship there is in- 
ternal centralization, order, disoiplines there is a party with acknowledged authority; 
the capitalists are out of the factorios, completely ousted, and the workers are runuin 
their own affairs, Under the transition regime of workers‘ control, on the other 
hand, everything is sporadic, confused, haphazard. The actions are not planned or 
controlled, It is utterly ridiculous to imagine that under such circumstances produc- 
tion can be increased, 


It is truo that the workers undertake to control the plants under the nressure 
of. the lock-outs and sabotage of the capitalists and the need for continued production. 
But it is also true that once they take over the factories, even though ownership nome 
inally is retmined by the capitalists, they will have to fight to maintain their 
control and enter into the destrudtive aspects of civil war. 


In Italy, in 1921, and in Hungary, in 1919, the workers took over the factories 
and ran them themselves, but they soon found out that they had to confront the world 
subdivision of labors their raw materials ran out, they had to get into comiunication 
with the outside ca vitelist world that refurcod to aid them in any way, Thus, the 
workers! control must have an extremely limited character until the proletariat is 
able to conquer not only the power in its own State, but extend the proletarian revo- 
lution, in most casos, beyond the boundaries of one nation, 


The fact that workers! control over production has little to do with actual con- 
structive projects but is merely a vhaso in the attack of the workers can be seen in 
tho fact that in the period of wor!crs' control, as distinguished from the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat, there can be no centralized planned economy, no real utili- 
zation of the national resources, This can come only when the workers have won the 
political power coupletely, 


II 


An tmportant question to be discussed is What is the relation of workers' control 
to the political movement and the dictatorship of the proletariat? In Russia there 
was no extensive workers' control until the proletariat took over power through the 
Soviets and then they went through the process of workers' control for almost a year 
before they decided to go the whole way and socialize industry outright, Thus, in 
Russia, workers! control went hand in hand with the period of the democratic-dictator- 
ship of the workers and peasants.through the Soviets, Only by taking over the power 
was tho workers* control made effective by the workers. 


In Germany, the workers attempted to institute a workers’ control over production 
in 1918-1919 through their factory couneils. But they did not take powsr, The Social. 
ists who were in the government were holding the power not for the workers but for the 
bourgeoisie and at the first opportunity put down the workers, In the meantime while 
they were stalling for time, they established "Commissions on Sooialization" to study 
the question and report back to parliament, On their part, instead of taking over the 
industries, the workers! councils waited far the Sooilalist Party to " nationdélize” the 
injustrios., 
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i “Yorkerst control has absolutely hothing to do with the, nationalizetion of in- 
dustries, It is tho Socialis ts who like to substitute one for the other, They are 
_ generally opposed to workers! councils or SSoviets in the factories. They would like 
_ tho workers to trust to tho Socialist politicians to bring tho factories under workerst 
control. ‘‘orkers' control to the Socialists and opportunists of all stripes means 
siinply vorkerst participation in a government that controls the industries and runs 
Chica, 
/ 

‘othing could be farther scure the corroct policy than this, The workers must 
wait file no movermnent. They nust take the factories themselves and run thom, This 
itself «rill bo a guarantee that sie governnent wlll begin to correspond to the needs 
of the worrecrs and not vice versa, In Geruany, they waited for the government to act, 
the result was they could not control industry at all, On the othor hand, workers! 
control should be the economic phase of the moveinent of the ppolotariat the political 
aspect of which is the conquest of powor, 


In and of itself nntionalization of industry means simply Statc cenitalism, The 
wor sers have no cortrol whatsoevor., This is true vven when tho Laccr Party is in tho 
government or @# Sximiast Party, The gcevernmaut is still:a govervineent over tho workers 

and in fevor of che beurgvo:si. in all these sases Where cne workors take over cone 
trol ef the factorivs, they mist strive to taie ovar power and thus not nationalize 
the fustorics so musn as socializo them, In this way thoy can legalize their factual. 
control and go further and disvcssess the canitalists, 


In Italy they took control over the factories but could not take political cone 
trol. In the end they lost the oconomio control as well, In Germany they waited 
Lo take political control before they took economic control, They lost both, In 
Russia the movement for workers! control went hand in hand with tho movement for power 
and each buttressed the other, It was succesrful. Sowover, it is well to point out 
that if workers control over the fuctorios :ocs hend in hand with the movement for 
dictatorship of the proletariat, as we heave r:uarked before, by no means are they 
identical, ‘orkerst control has existed without proletarian dictatorship (although 
not for long ) and dictatorship of the proletariat can exist without workers! control, 


This last point may be hard to grasp until one reviews the history of the Russian 
Revolution up to date, AftéBb the worlsors took over power with tho poor poasantry 
through Soviets, tho control of in mstry was turnod ovor to the State, Under Lenin, 
the Stato was really under the control of tho workers, that is, workers wore directly 
in the managoment o1 t!.. government. Thus, the loss of direct factory control by the 
workers was compeusatod for by control over the governments and this, indeed, was a 
great imroveacnt for ouly through the centralized State apparatus was there able to 
be coordiated national +*° wenis-eeer planning and a greatly increased production 
This is the Comunist policy u. contrasted with the Anarchist who wanted each parti- 
enlar factory to bo under the direct control of the workers of that factory. This is 
what the A archists meant when they raised the slogan"Land to the Peasant and the 
Factories to the Workers," 


However, as timo went on, tho Russian workers lost control over their government, 
Under Stalin, the dictatarship of the proletariat operates under the form of a dicta- 
tor ship over the proletariat by the bureaucracy. This is a dangerous situation, since 
these bureaucrats must strive for the woakening of workers! control and the substitu- 
tion of bureaucratic control on the road to the return of capitalism. As the workers 
lost control of tho administration of the State, they mturally began also to lose 
control over their factaries, since they had already turned over the control of pro- 
duction to thenselves only as managers of the proletarian dictatorship. Under Stalin, 
indeed, matters have gone even further; the unions have in fact been destroyed and the 
right to strike taken away. And now the Soviets are gone. If the workers now contro 
tioir factories and their State, it is only indirectly and to the extent that there i: 
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as yet no force able to bring back capitalism in Russia without outsido intervention 
which is as yot not realized, 


From what we have said, it can be seen that it is totally false to declaim for 
nationalization AMD workers' control over production as some pseudo-revolutionary 
children are now demanding in the United States, As we have already pointed out, 
the one is not in the least connected with the other and indeed may be avtithetical 
to the other, Besides, no revolutionary group with a grain of sense world concoct 
slogans that contained two items at the same time, giving the enemy the alternative 
to choose and confusing the workers by the duality. 


Matters of wages and hours and working conditions are generally fought for by 
unions, craft, trade and industrial. Workers? control over production can he managed 
generally only by shop committees, workerst councils or such bodies that cut across 
craft and even industrial lines sometimes, Wherever the workers! councils or 
committees have been set up they have not been conceived as dual organizations to the 
industrial unions, but rather have been looked upon as organs for sharper forms of 
strugrvle, for the taking over of the factories, Of late, however, the industrial 
union is being formed on the basis of the shop counoil itself and thus both forms 
are combined, In the past, however, the industrial union has been the instrument 
for fighting economic battles, the workers! councils for workers! control and the 
Soviets for the conquest of power, 


In Russia, after the conquest of power, the question became very acute how the 
workers would be able to maintain their control over the factories in the light of 
the danger of the bureaucracy that was growing in the State. The Workers Opposition 
wanted to turn the whole question of planned economy over to the trade unions, Whether 
this was feasible in an agrarian State was very problematical at the moment, and for 
the time being, at any rate, Lenin vetoes the propostion, It is another q uestion what 
would be the situation in a more industrial country and under other circumstances, 


In Spapax, for example, the Syndicalists in control of the C.N.T. refuse to turn 
over the factories to the control of the State or Soviets even though the State is 
composed of Soviets and the workers run the Sovicts, Here the argument of the 
Workerst Opposition in Russia of 1922 are finding fruit and the unions themselves are 
undertaking to run production, centralize it and werk out any plan that will have to 
be made, The workers refuse to lose control over their factories directly even thougn 
the dictatorship of the proletariat is being established, Whether this duality between 
the trade unions and the Soviets taking in the broader masses of toilers including the 
agricultural laborers and the peasantry, will remain practical, is yet to be seen, 


The forthcoming Congress of the Fourth International groupings,whenever it is 
held, must take stock of the recent experiences of the question of workers!’ control, 
They must draw the lessons from Russia, Italy, Germany, Hungary, Spain and the other 
places where this matter has been put to the test practically and lay dovm the genoral 
norms and directives that will guide the internationalist revolutionary fighters all 
over the world. 
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THE EXMCUTION OF LENT'Y'S COMRADSS 


_ Outside of the S talintern, not a single group of people have been convinced 
that the 16 executed men, some of them promi ent.Old Bolsheviks, were guilty of the 
extraordinary char es made. It was expected the public trial would clear up the 
matter, but the few days of the trial passed leaving the mystification greater than 
hefore. There was a note of unreality, of the fantastic, about the whole affair, 


Is it possible that Lenin's partners, men who had given a lifetime to the ser- 
vice of the revolution, could suddenly have become conscious enemies of the U.5.°.R., 
Fascists allied with Hitler who conspired to inaugurate Fascismxam in Russia by a 
reign of. terror? This we refuse to believe. Yet there were presented confessions of 
the inmost prominent of the defendents to that éffect. This is the baffling contradiots:« 
ion at the heart of the case which has aroused so many protests of incredulity, 
Demands have been made from various quarters for a labor review of the case, Needless 
to say, the Stalinists everywhere, who are incapable of anything except to blabber 
what is sent from Moscow, nave refused to question the verdict or to reply. We our- 
selves aro neither ps vcho-analysts nor amateur detectives, but it is necessary for 
the moment to become both in dealing with this case, 


First, the charges made. The 16 defendents were charged with repsonsibility for 
the Kirov assassination and also with being involved in a plot to assassinate Stalin 
and his close associates and to bring in Trotsky and Fascism with a reign of terror. 
This plot is supposed to have been carried on for at least four years previously, 
and in addition to the 16 excevted, large numbers of othor prominent mon have been 
involved by mention, Here are a number of points wiich the intelligence rofuses to 
assimilate. Such men as Zinoviev, Kamenev, Smirnov, Sokolnikov, eto. were not ama- 
teurs in conspiracy, they had many yeurs of exporicnce under the 6zar in conspirat- 
dal work, Would they have been lilely to co:1it sich a stuvid blunder as to first 
kill an m isolated victim of their supposed piot, thus exposing their hand and mak- 
ing it impossible to continue? Furthermore, Zinoviev and Kamenev were brought to 
trial in January 1935 for responsibility in the Kirov assassination, If there was not 
enough evidence to ke convict them thon, it would he necess ary to introduce new 
evidence to prove thom guilty sow, But there was no such new evidence, 


Now, as to the means used to convict. No direct evidence was introduced except 
for one ora) testimony to wich we shall refer later, although the charges were of 
the greatest severity. If the men were really guilty, why were not some traces of 
their conspiracy brought to light, some letter, some document, some fact involving 
the prominent persoaages reported by an eye-witness? If the 16 were involved in kill- 
ing Kirov, why did not some of the 117 previously executed have some knowledge of 
this and reveal it at the time? The 16 had supposedly organized a band of students, 
and other rank and file people, to throw the bomb at a May Day celebration or at a 
Party meeting which wos to have demolished Stalin and his associates. “ho were these 
students, these rank and filers, and why wes it that not a single one of them was 
produced or in any way personally involved in the trial? 


Two of the défendents testified that they had been in touch with an agent of 
Meinrich Himmler, head of Hitler!s Gestapo, and had received money from him. The 
peculiar thing about this is that these two men were the only ones in the case whoso 
names were completely unknown, whome nobody had ever heard of before. Why should 
such prominent leaders associate themselves with newcomers in a venture of such ser- 
iousness. Knowing Stalin's methods from past cases, the most likely conclusion is 
that these two men were the inevitablo GPU agents in the csc. 


We cannot speak of flimsy evidence, where thore was no attempt to back up the 
charges with evidence at all. If the GPU, one of the most powerful police machines 
in the world, during four years the plot was supposed to have existed, could not lay 
its 'ands on one single letter, could not unearth one single bomb or other weapon 
the conspirators were to have used, then thenormal intelligence cannot be blamed for 
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concluding "There never was such & plot",The background of this trial, with its talk 
of bombs, of killings, of betrayals, of terror, was less convincing than a blood and 
thunder dime novel or a movie thriller. The whole trial was a furious demiciation of 
Trotsky and the défendents, and a fulsome adulation of Stalin, That was all. On whet 
basis were the convictions made? On the desire to convict, first of a11, with the 
confessions offered to aopease public opinion. 


The confessions contain an element of the enigmatical, but they ca: be expleined. 
"nat baffles one's credulity at first is that just these people should ave become 
involved in just this sort of plot. Consider tho records of the defendents and othors 
involved without being charged Zinoviev was the first S ecretary of the Cor:wunist 
International. He had worked closely with Lenin for years, both in exile and since 
the revolution ,. For years he was chairman of the Petrograd Suviet, and a member of 
the political bureau of the party. Kamenev was chairman of the Moscow Soviet and mem- 
ber of the Political Comittee for years. Bucharin was one of the best-known theoret- 
icians of the party and at one time Lonin called him the most popular of the party 
leaders; he was chairman of the C.I. after Zinoviev and still remains the edibdor of 
"Isvestia". Smirnov was at the head of one of the army sections during the civil war 
and for many years a member of the Bolshevik party. Yevdokimov was a member of the 
Central Committee, so also was Bakayev during the time of Lenin. Tomsky was the first 
head of the red trade unions. And so on. 


The old Bolsheviks were nover individual terorists: they considered that even 
under conditions of Czarist oppression the struggle had outgrown these methods after 
the organization of a varty. ven supposing that in desperation of succeeding to fight 
Stalin by any other resans they might have.rosorted to terrorism, can we believe that 
such men as these had become overnight "Fascist mad dogs" "bloodthirsty enemies of 
the Soviet Union",etc, Zinoviev had been At one time a member of Trotsky's faction. 
Surely ho knew Trotsky's views well enough, whether ho supported them ornot. Tt is 
impossible to believe he could have declared of hiomm own froe will, "Fascism plus 
terrorism is Trotskyism", or that he could have become an actual Fascist. 


The only assumption we can tolerste is that the confessions were wrung from 
the defendents through the use of torture, threats and promises, This ‘eaver us in 
another dilemma. How is it that revolutionists of this staincinz and exverienes -an 
break down now after enduring so many trials in the vast? Faced with ceat. would 
they not be likely either to tell the truth or to remain silent? Or did they saetuclly 
believe that these fantastic confessions could save them? “e can explain the moral 
breakdown only in the light of years gf futile struggle against an all-pervasive, 
crushing bureaucracy. We see in the United States whore the Stalinists are a more 
flea-bite what a regime of lies, petiy slanders, intrigue, cycophancy, contomptible 
tricks, frame-up and brutality of all sorts characterizes the Comunist Party. In 
Russia we must imagine all this multiplied many thousand fold. Stalinism to the def- 
endents must have seemed a monster against which it was welleni¢r useless to s*ruggloe 
by the usual methods, Isolated from the revolution in the rest of tho world, ,-.0one~ 
of the attempt to build socialism in one country alone, they had lost all porspestive 
of the world revolution. Under Stalin, revolutionists must in one way or another be 
destroyed...it is a choice of complete moral prostitutbon, or torture and doath. 
Rakovsky, Blumkin, Krupskaya, Tomsky, Binoviev, Kamenev, in one way or another Stalin 
gots them all. 


Zinovtav and Kamenev had sided with Trotsky in the early days of the Loft Oppos- 
ition before the banishment of Trotsky. Afterwards they capitulated. In fact, every 
one of the defendents (with the exception of the two or three obscure people whom wo 
cen suppose to be GPU agents ) was a political person of high standing who at one 
time-or anothor had been in opposition and had capitulated, The stifling bureaucrac; 
of Stalinism with its vicious persectuions breeds cowardice and capitulation as fast 
as it breeds opposition, 
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his vengeance. It is when wo consider the connection with Trotsky that we begin to see 
some senso in this last "bitter dish" that the Georgian cook has served, Stalin has not 
been able to get Trotsky. But the dread of Trotsky haunts him and every opposition or 
possibility of opposition is thus linked up with Trotsly in the hope of getting him. 
Trotsky is the spector of the Truth - the Truth which Stalin has tried so hard to hide, 
to falsiy, to destroy. Trotsky's connection with the case is like everything else about 
it, it fantastic and unconvincing, Somebody say Trotsky's son, Sedof, in Paris, it was 
reported,and Sedof said that Stalin must die. Even were Sedof Trotsky, one would still 
require a little more proof than this to substantiate such serious charges, Ng letters, 
no documents were offered. Trotsixy as always is pictured as the arch countor-revolut- 
ionist, now turned Fascist, But we ask:"Is itnot astonishing that if Trotsky is a Fas. 
cist he is expelled from various countries not for his Fascist but forhis revolutionary 
activity? In France he was in too close touch with his political faction, the B lshevik 
-leninists, too much engaged in building the Fourth International, to suit the authori- 
tics, Now in Norway he is »oeing kept a close prisoner, hedged in and refused the possib- 
ility of communicating with the outside world? Again because he was in touch with the 
rovolutinuary activities in Spain and France, Wouldnot a Fascist of such ability and 
colebrity be welcomed with open arms in more than one quarter? Is it not precisely be- 
eanse of bis fidelity to the revolutionary ideal as he sees it that Trotsky is today a 
hunted exile, almost without parralel in history? Something here does not click in our 
u.der standing. 


Tomsixy was upposed to be « link bet:een Trotsky and the Russian conspirators, And 
Tomsky “committed suicide”, iat a very convenient coincidence, But we are not ready to 
believe that Tomsky, one-time head of the Ked Trade Unions and Bolshevik of many years 
standing, would be willing to pass off the scene without at least leaving a statement 
of the truth behind him. This impiics an irresponsibility which is not likely to be 
found in a man of that age and experience. jie reuenbder that whon Jaffe committed sui- 
cide he left behind a st«tement exposing the unsyoe2lable persecution to which he had 
been subjected which had cornered him in a hoipless position, suffering from a painful 
onilment and cut off from the opportunity to get treatment. It is hardly necessary to 
suggest that Tomsky might have died by other moans than those published, or that '1e 
might really have left a statement which was immedistely hushed up. 


Zinoviev and Kamenev are also linked with Trotsky in this affair. It is well 
known that these two men were in a bloc with Trote’sy in the early days of the Left Opp- 
osition, but they desertod this position aud capitulated to Stalin, Certainly if they 
had again become connected with T.otsky this fact could not have been concealed during 
all this time. Here is avother of the ridiculous and incredible aspects of the case, 
Besides, T,otsky had repeatedly excoriated them. 
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We have gone into these details concerning the trial itself to prove the com- 
plete lack of evidence, of proof of guilt. The oxecution was a slaughter based on pre- 
postor ms charges. More clarity will be thrown on the subject, however, if we view Lt 
in the light of the international situation and of the internal contradictions within 
Russia, “hy it it that Stalin needs from time to time to resort to these spectacular 
mass trials and why just now does he vish to get rid of these prominent people? 


The flare-up of the revolution’ in Spain, which is likely at any moment to 
spread to France and from there to Belrium and Holland if not further, puts before the 
Soviet U,jion the necessity of taking sides. This the Soviet Union officaldom does not 
do openly. But in the usual Stalinist manner of sinister trickery, it is taking sides 
just the sano. Before the workers of the world it throws a bluff of fighting "counter- 
revolution" and "Fascism" which it destroys in the persons of the supposed associates 
of Trotsky, In reality Stalin is again prostituting himself before the international 
bourgeoisie, He is assuring them that he is their man, that the last reminders and 
remnants of the October R,volution will be wiped out, symbolized in the anaketyunfitkt 
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physical extermination of Lenin's comrades. It was not enough to liquidate the Society 
of 0,d Bolsheviks, those old Balsheviks themselves inperson must be wiped out. This 
exterminftion is but the symbol in turn of the constant progression towards countor- 
revobution that has been goin on now for many years, so that all effective participa- — 
tion or control in the government has been taken from the workers, control over the 
factories has been taken from them (though not yet the ownership), all effective org- 
ans of struggle have been taken from them, 


Certain landharks have stigmatized this degeneration within the past year and a 
half: the Franco-Soviet Pact, the mass executions in the Kirov affair, the new constit- 
ution and now the execution of the 16, Opinion may differ as to what particular stago 
of degeneration the Russian revolution has reached. For some groups, the Franco-Soviet 
Pact was the signal for abandoning the defense of the U.%.S.R. The "Cyass Strugegle" 
declared after the publication of the new constitution that it was nownecessary to 
drop the flat slogan of Defend the Soviet Union, since there were no longer any Soviets 
to defend, At the same time, however, we still defend the Russian proletariat as the 
makers of the October revolution from any aggressive war which endangers then, 


The new constitution was also a declaration to the international bourgeoisie of 
Stalin's sincere counter-revolutionary intentions. The wonderful "democracy" of the 
new constitution was proclaimed. There was no longer any need for dictatorship, the 
Stalinist puppets everywhere echoed, since the country had progressed so well on the 
road to Socialism. In reality there is less, notmore democracy in the new constitution 
as compared with the Sovict form of government. (see article in the "Class Strugzle" 
for August 1936 on "The End of the Soviets").Now comex these executions of 16 people 
to prove that even the thought or the shadow of opposition to Stalin is enough in the 
new much -heralded democracy to bring a man before the firing squad. 


We can say as we said at the time of the Kirov assassination that the trial of 
the 16 indicates the terrible instability and hysteria of the S,alinist regime. Only 
a government isolated from the masses and lacking genuine suvport needs to resort to 
such extreme measures. If all those implicated in the plot, including a long list of 
people in high posts were roally guilty, ‘en the regimo must be shot through and 
through with unreliable elements from Stalin's point of view, It must be so honev- 
combed with plots what oivil war is likely to break out at any moment. If o2: the other 
hand, the affair is completely a frame-up, and this is the more likely supvosivion, 
then it is clear that Stalin has roason to fear a mass uprising, and feels he must in 
admance get rid of all who might give it leadership. “hichever way we look at it, a 
veritable abyss is revealed.Russia has certainly one of the most insecure regimes in 
the world today. 


Capital punsihment is now resorted to on a mass scale and irresponsibly, with on- 
ly a pretense of proof of guilt. And note the great haste with which the executions 
were carried through. Even the 72 hour delay legally due the men was denied. By the 
time the nows of the sentence reached the world the condemned had already been shot. 

Ng doubt it was foared, if there was any,delay, the defendents finding they vere to be 
shot aftor all their lies at Stalin's dication, might burst forth in some last minute 
revelation of the truth , The exechtions took place secretly, with no witness but the 
firing squad. 


These executions must recall a somewhat similar situation in the French revolution 
As the revolution moves to the right, all those who symboléze its earlier really rev- 
olutionary period must be put out of the way. Thus in the name of the Revolution 
Robespierred in 1793-94 executed the leaders of the Communes in Paris, Hevert, Roux , 
Chaumette, those who had atto pted to voice tho necds of the common people. Robespierre 
so isolated himself from popular support - and indeed he never had represented the 
interosts of the masses- that he himself went to the guillotine not long afterward in 
the month of Thermidor, ushering in the era of counter-revulition, Stalin will never 
be a le to read this handwriting on the wall. 
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Stalin's trade-mark is all over this affair. His peculiar methods have become well 
known, In America we would call it a frame-up , but it is a peculiar sort of frame-up 
& la Russe . Trotsky has called this the method of "amalgams", In 1927, in order to 
defeat his opponent whose political views he could not refute, Stalin planted a White 
Guard ex-Czarist officer in Trotsky's faction. This spy was then uncovered as an "ally" 


of Trotsky and at the same time thelittle mimeograph machine by megns of which Trotsky 


had circulated his opinions in party circles was magnified into a secret printing ~ 
press" (See lrotsky's book "The Real Situation in Russia") Then a whole scandal was 
cooked up in which Trotsky figured at the head of a supposed counter-revolutionary plot 
to resbbre Czarism. At the same time Stalin maeuvered to fill up the party with new 
elements, strangers to the October revolution, who could be fooled by these stories 
and would be willing to vote Trotsky out ( at that time votes were still necessary to 
put over these ditty deals.) 


Ever since Lenin's death, whenever Stalin has wanted to get rid of political dis 
senters of any sort, he has carried on a "purge" and "Lenin drive" within the party. 
Inmediately after the death of Lenin, the party membership was pushed from 440,000 to 
741,000, This was hailed as a wonderful achievement. But what had really happened? 

- The barriers had been let down to take in all sorts of elements, bureaucratic and 
petty-bourgeois, that in Lenin's day would have been considered ineligible to member- 
ship, but which could be relied on to vote against Trotsky, Ever since then, the 
"purge which takes place from time to time, is not, xm as in the daysof Lenin, to 
clean out non-reliable and non-proletarian people and to get in fresh workers from 
the point of production, but rather to get rid of all those who have expressed dis- 
content or opposition, and the "drive" is to get in people always more and more re~ 
moved from the October revolution, whose one great q ualification for party member~ 
ship is their subservience to Stalin, 


These “drives" and “purges” in Russia are reflected in the puppet parties throug 
out the world in campaigns of slander against Trotsiyism aid attacks against all those 


opposing the C.I. Thus we see a faint ripple of the Zinoviev-Kamenev' affair in Chicago 


recently where two members of the C.L.S, were slugged by Stalinists as they gave out 
leaflets appealing to the unemployed, in the nae of "fight the Trotskyist mad daogs.” 


Today the "amalgam" in the Zinokiev trial is-formed of both Left and Right elem- 
ents, with the fiction of "Hitler's agents" added, Bucharin, one-time chief inepirer 
of the Right opposition, and other men such as Radek, Piatnikov and Tomsky, have beer 
implicated in the plot and linked up with trotsky without definite charges as yet being 
brought, We can easily surmise that in the near future some scandal will be fabrioated 
which will create the necessary excuse for wiping them out also. In fact Rykov , one 
of those darkly hinted at, has now been removed from his post as Commissar of Communi- 
cations, The Left and Right have not stood out very clearly in Russia. The decisive 
defeat of the Left Opposition in 1927 and the exile of Troteky made it extemely diff- 
icult to crystalize a Russian opposition. Not merely was there a suppression all the 
more effective as the Stalin regime was officially in control of the whole country, 
opvosition to it meaning therefore banishment, imprisonment, deprivation of the the 
opportunity to earn a living, persecution in every field of life, but also there was 
a lack of sufficiently forceful and clear ideological leadership, The result was that 
any sort of criticiam and dissatisfaction was lumped together as "opposition'. This 
is what explains why such people as Zinoviev, Kamenev, Radek, Krupskaya and others 
have been at one time with the Left and at another with the Right opposition, varied 
by complete capitulation to Stalin, 

eto 
Today the the amalgam of Left and Right are added the unproved charges of 
Fascisn (In 1927 the Czarist officer at least existed in flesh and blood even though 
he was nothing but a paid spy and tool of Stalin.) The real drive today is against 
the Left...against any sort of Left. Zinoviev and Kamenev as Bylsbbiks had serious 
deviations from Leninism (for example in 1917 on the verge of the October revolution). 
They have been vacillating and unclear, but it is not for their departures from Lenin- 
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ism that they are being punished, but quite the contrary, for the very fact that they 
were assa@ciates of Lenin, that they took part as leaders in the revolution of October 
1917 which put the proletariat in power. They have been executed as revolutionists, ' 
,though in the name of fighting Fascism, Not even the capitalist prosecutions with 
their lwayers and courts can cook up such outrageous frame-ups as this, 


Of the bureaucrats now surrounding Stalin, some were even on tho other side of 
the barricades in October 1917, They have no traditions of revolution nor any bonds 
with the proetariat. They are a new ruling clicque foisted on the proletariat from 
without (though not yet a possessing class although they absorb a large share of the 
country's revenue and enjoy standards of living much ‘higher than thyse of the workers. ) 
This clicque is attempting to represent theinterests of capitalism in the outside 
world and of the kulaks within Russia as well as of the Russian working class. “his © 
conflicting combination of interests cannot endure very long. 


A peculiar paradoxical situation exists in Russia today whereby ownershiv of 
the means of production and political power are vested in different hands, The prol- 
etarian ownership is rather negative than positive. We cannot see any effective prol- 
etarian organs of power, either economic or political; on the other hand we cunuot see 
a class other than the proletaiat possessing the factories, A situation ‘ile this can 
only be a temporary one. Just as in the early days of the revolution there was a 
transitional period (from October 1917 to Jyly 1918) when there was workers’ control 
in the factories though the capitalists had not yet been ousted, so today we see a 
bureaucracy in control in the namo of the proletariat, yet the proletariat has been 
ousted from effective control through its shop commitees, unions and soviets. In 1917 
the situation was passing from workers' control towards Socialism, today it is passing 
from workers' ownership towards a r«storation of capitalism. Such acts as the shooti- 
ing of Zinoviev, Kamengw and th others are courter-revolutionary acts, no matter under 
what bluff they are committed, 


The discontent of the masses in Russia, as in the Fas cist countries, cannot 
easily find expression. But it is very eloquent of the real situation that the 117 
people executed in punishment of the Kirov assassination in 1934 were rank and filers, 
many of them factory workers and some of them members of the 6ommunist Barty, Whether 
they were really involved in killing Kirov or not we do not know, But the fact that 
they were accused and exeouted seems to speak of a deep-seated discontent which may 
perhaps be attemvting to e:vress itse’f through desperate menas. The number of people 
sent away to prison and exiled (and this has been going on for years testifies to the 
continuous undercurrent of op».osition that has existed. Just how will the Russian 
proletarixt be able to break its new chains and once more assort itself as owners and 
rulers over the factoriés it seized in 1918 and over the political government of the 
country? It is not likely the ousting of Stalin and his clicque will take place until 
some impulse comes from the proletariat outside. 


This impulse gives more promise of coming now than in many years. And here too 
we see one of the most decisive factors driving S talin to the most recent spectacul- 
ar clean-out, The masses in western Europe are threatening to get out from under the 
control of the Communist International, There are the workers in Spain helding reactior 
at bay and in some parts of the country forging ahead with their revolution, taking 
over industries and setting up a workers’ government, All this is in defiance of the 
Stalinist policy of defending democracy only". The Communist Party appears as an in- 
significant factor in the Spanish struggle, its xk instructions are unheeded in the 
fire of events, Similarly in France, where the workers were supposed to be bound to 
the support of Russia through the Frenco-Soviet Pact (and to their own pbourgeoisie 
by the same means)the masses are restive and there are signs that they are getting 
ready for a new occupation of the factories, from which this time they will not so 
easily be ousted. This too is in defiance of the Stalinist definition that thete is m 
revolutionary situation in France. Enough has happened already to make it clear that 
the revolutionary current has definitely shifted and that the struggles from nowon 
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will center around the Fourth International. 


Not merely this, but in beth the Spanish and the French situations are inherent 
the possibilities of a new world war, Then indeed will Russia learn the fruits of 
building Socialism in one country! Russia will find itself abandoned on all sides. 

The masses of Kurope, disillusioned at heaving been so many times deserted,by Stalinism, 
are now leaving the Third International behind them, and are making thoir revolutions 
themselves, On the other hand, the diplomatic pacts by which Stalin had hoped indefin- 
itely to stave off war, and for which he sacrificed the world revolution, are cracking, 
French hegemony in Kurope is a thing of the past. The new German--Italian-fustrian 
alliance has sufficient power to win over the smalier countries away from Framce. If a 
new war breaks out, Russia will stand isolated and bureaucracy doubly so, deserted 
from within and from without, 


It is in desperation at seeing the new strugsles arising, fearing that the new 
revolutionary wave will sweep into Russia also, that Stalin rushes to behead the move-~ 
ment in advance, making an example of the 16 in order to strike terror into those who 
may be contemplating an uprising. For the Russian masses there is only one way out, 
to join hands again with the world prolotariat from which they have so long boe. isol- 


ated, to get rid of the Stalinist bureaucracy and to struggle once more for Socialism, 
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ON THE VERGE OF INSURRECTION - FRANCE 


After the events of February, 1934, we said that France was on the brink of 
civil war. Certainly, all the objective possibilities were present then. If the 
threatened outbreak did not materialize it was due to the policy of the workers' lead- 
ers, the bureaucracy of the Socialist and Communist parties and of the Trade Unions, 
who seized upon the spontaneous united front committees formed between Socialist and 
Communist workers to fight the Fascists, and out of them built the official United 
Front, later broadened into the People's Front, which has fulfilled the function of 
leashing the workers! will to struggle. It appears that by this time the workers 
must have had enough experience of the People's Front to be ready to break its dis- 
cipline and to act in their own interests. If they have reached that point, then 
insurrection and civil war will soon bo on the order of theday in France, 


The workers have made vast progress since the organization of the People's Front 
in June, 1935. The great demonstrations or July, 1935 were entirely in line with the 
official People's Front policy. The mass of the workers were carried away by the note 
of victory, of patriotic fervor, which the C.P., the S.P. arid the trade unions did 
everything to create. The anly note of warning was: that sounded by the very small 
Left groups (Trotskyist, Union Communiste, Action Leniniste, "Que Faire" Opposition 
to the Communist Party and some of the Anarfhists.) There was a subterranean rumb- 
ling of discontent which broke out suddenly in the arsenal strikes of Brest and 
Toulon. But these strikes, with tne strike-breaking intervention of the Socialist 
and Communist perties, were very quickly put down. Then ensued quiet until May,1936. 


The country-wide spontaneous strikes of May~June, 1936, taking the form of ten- 
porary occupation of the factories, bore witness to the readiness of the French work- 
ers to enter upon a course of direct action in their own right. In the elections 
of May,3rd. the People's Frent won the government. Had the masses been penetrated 
with parliamentary illusions they would have waited for the government to accomplish 
for them the improvements they needed. But they did not wait. By the time Blum and 
Co. took office on June 5th, the general strike was already in full fling. Whatever 
Confidence existed in the leadership it is plain that at the same time the workers 
felt it necessary to confront the Blum government with an accomplished fact of fac- 
tories in the workers hands. It is evident, too, that there exists a strong core in 
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the organized labor movement (outside of the small groups wentioned above and the 
limited circule they influence) which will take the lead in direct ection against the 
wibl of the People's Front. 


It was the metal workers in the automobile, airplane and munitions industries 
who initiated the stay-in strikes and held out moststubbornly, although there had been 
strikes in various industries previously, such as among the tagi chauffeurs in Paris, 
among textile workers and among the agricultural laborers of the South, testifying 
to the wide-spread character of the discontent. In the early stages of the strike, 
the union leaders made an attempt to settle on the basis of the workers going back to 
work pending negotiations. This the metal workers refused to do except in isolated 
cases such as in the Renault factory where Comnunist deputies joined with the union 
leaders to persuade the workers to give in and to evacuate the shops they were holding. 
(The day following this deal L'Humanite came out hailing the Renault workers as vic- 
torious.) In the greater part of the shops the workers repudiated their delegates 
and maintained their striking ranks firmly. 


On June 5th Blum stepped into office, At once he made a radio speech to the 
strikers promising a 40 hour week, paid vacations, collective contracts, revision of 
the decres-laws, and nationalization of the war industries, After him Jouhaux spoke 
denouncing "the elements who were driving the workers to an extreme position." and 
urging tic workers to keep tis public sympathy by stopping the strike. On June 7th 
took place a meeting of shop delegates which L'Humanite somehow failed to announce, 

a poorly prepared meeting attended by only 180 delegates (a very small percentage 

of the total) Here tie union leaders preached a moderate policy and succeeded in 
getting the majority to pass a resolution to this effeét, Severl delegates, however, 
objected, demanding that production be carried on without the bosses. Now Salengro, 
Minister of the Interior, organized a meeting between representatives of the trade 
unions (the top leaders, of course) and of the manufacturers association, at the 

Hotel Matignon, with Blum presiding. Here an agresuentwas signed whereby the strikers 
were to go back to work while negotiations were carried on in their individual shops, 
with a general increase in wages of from 7 to 15% and recognition of the union granted, 
This Blum and the trade union officials readily signed. The next day all the Peopie's 
Front press came out procaaiming victory, 


The People's Front has prmised them social legislation and now they are asked to 

go Back to work before agresmentsefor the shops are signed. But the workers see 1% 
differently. Many of them nad boen demanding a greater increase than 15% as well es 

a fixed minimum wage. They consider this a flat betrayal. In the Parisian region and 
in many phaces elsewhero, the strikers refuse to return to work. Both trads union 
leaders and government urge them to go back to work but it is actually at this mement 
that the strike reaches its height. The Hotchkiss, the most militant of the meta, shops 
calls together the shop delegates of the 33 principal shops who declare they will 

Sign contracts only with a minimum wage guaranteed. On June 9th a general shop dole- 
gotes mocting is held in Paris attended by 587 delegates who sharply criticize the 
leaders and refuse to accept the proposed agreemend, They give the bosses a 48 hour 
ultimatum in which to sign the contract the workers propose, otherwise, they declare 
they will demand the nationalization of the shops. In the meantime, ths “eople's Front 
press warns the workers aga nst "sbements not authorized by the regular trade union 
movement" and Salengro speaks about "agents provocatours™ (the shop delegates, apparent 
ivi, 


All this pressure has some effect. On June 1lth is signed a new contract grant- 
ing slightly more than that of the Hotel Matignon. The bosses, however, have become 
incroasingly intransigeant, encouraged by the attitude of the workers' parties. The 
Radioals now insist that the government act. The government responds at once and calls 
in tue Mobile Guards, the most dreaded section of the French armed forces, which 
breaks up a demonstration taking place in connection with the cafo and hotel workers 
Strike. And then, backing up Blum, Thorez, Setéretary of the C.P., comes out with the 
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the slogan at a party meeting :"We have to know how to end the strike." 


Although thése developments ended the movement for the time being, surely the 
lessons of so many betrayals must have sunk deep into the workers' minds, if not 
among Sié cre backward elements which have only recently joined the mnions during 
the Ma." “unc strikes, at any rate among the more solid experienced core. Among the 
erga. 1£s.s .heso was a natural enthusiasm at the government decrees granting paid 
vaci.ie.s, wage increases, etc. But there has beon plenty of experience since to 
disill.ision even the most simply workers. The employers have taken advantage of their 
lucreascd cost of production to raise prices. Meanwhile there has been wide-spread 
chiselling; the agreements have not been lived up to. There have been 2,040 evictions 
in Paris between January lst of this year and the end of April. The worker finds it 
just as hard to live as before, even if he gets his increase, 


Now the criminal devaluation of the franc adds a new blow. The devaluation with 
the accompanying inflation of currency must send the already high prices zooming.At 
one blow all the gains won by the strikes will be wiped out and more than that.The 
workers will find themselves worse off than before in spite of the promises of Blum 
that he will protect them. There will be disastrous effects, too, on other layers of 


the population, on the poorer peasants, the agricultural laborers, the small trades- 


men, & rtisans and the numerous pedple living on small incomes. Already without in- 
flation the effect of the social legislation within the last few months has been to 
drive many small employers to the wall and force small tradespeople to close their 
Shops. The nflation could only be put over accompanied by drastic economies on the 
part of the government, such as were embodied tin the Laval decrees, for egample, 

But a Laval would not be able or willing to put over the inflation. In fact, all the 
French ministries for two years have broken their teeth in trying to crack this nut 
of mmintaining the franc. The devaluation had to come and Blum had to be the goat 

to put over this deal for the bourgeoisie. 


In reality, it is to the devaluation more than to anything else that Blum owes 
his premiership. It was reported at the time of the elections that Blum had agreed in 
advance to put over the devaluation should he be elected. Of course, thore was a 
great swing of the masses towards the left parties as a result of the privations endur- 
ed and the worsening of conditions during the past year, nevertheless, there is the 
fact that aSocialist Premier would not have been tolerated unless he had been abso- 
lutely needed by the bourgeoisie to put over the goods for them. The Socialists are 
in office on sufference; at every step they are bound to the bourgeoisie for their 
Salaries. Under the given circumstances no other group but 4 workers group could have 
put over a policy decreasing wages of the workers without open revolt breaking forth, 


By allowing the Socialists to do the dirty work, the bourgeois parties could also 
shirk responsibility for this and make Socialism more unpopular than ever, thus pre- 
paring the way for the Fascist counter-attack. Giving office to the Socialists was 
a great scheme to demoralize the workers and to win. the petty bourgeoisie over to 
Fascism. However, all has not gone according to plan, this time. Nobody exactly fore- 
sqw the great wave of stay-in strikes. And these strikes still continue. All the 
threats of the employers, the chafing of the Radicals and the warnings of Blum have 
not succeeded in calming the pooletariat. The Spanish Revolution was another unfore- 
seen development which has stirred up the French workers to a high pitch. 


Had another government been in power it would have been extremely difficult to 
have restrained the French workers from aiding the Spanish revolutionary Lefts. As 
it is, Blum is living up to his neutrality pact towards Spain and the official help 
of France is being withheld from the Spanish workers. In the meantime, Hitler and 
Mussolini are living up to their own imperialist ambitions and are intervening to help 
the Spanish Fascists with all their power, Were it not for their aid, the Lefts 
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might already have been able decisively to defeat their foes, The Spanish Revolution ~ 
is dear to the heart of the French workers. They have ties of blood and culture with 
the Spanish, but most of all, it is a case of a revolution going on at their very 
borders, inspiring their own struggle. Many French workers fave gone to fight in the 
Lenin Battalion which is the working class counterpart of the "Foreign Legion", Big 
demonstrations have been held expressing the seething discontent of the messes at this 
treachery to the international working class. There have been even strikes voicing 

as a demand that military help be sent to the Spanish workers, 


This is not the only source of discontent with the Blum government. Blum made 
a demonstration of removing the old head of the Bank of France, Tannery, and Chiappe, 
the hated chief of police, But meanwhile, all sorts of reactionaries, Fascists and 
Roayalists retain their posts in the government apparatus, even in the most strategic 
burcaus, including the police department. How dangerous this situation can become is 
seen by the experience in Spain where the present Fascist "rebellion" was nurtured 
in the very bosom of the People's Front government. Furthermore, the strikes hove 
ocgn everywhere interfered with by the police, even though there has been actual shoot- 
ing only rarely. For the 22 departments where the strikes were located, there were 
“,458 reported acts of interference by the police and 1,303 arrests of strikers. The 
uove against foreign workers in France has continued, 1,106 arrests for departation 
having taken place since the May elections, 467 of these being since the stepping in 
of the Blum government. 


It 


The official Communists have remained an integral part of the People's Front, 
without accepting posts in the cabinet. Such opposi ion as they have offered has 
been to the Right of the tendencies of the masses, in such a way as to hold the re- 
volutionary movement of the workers in cheok, We have seen their attitude on the 
stay-in strikes. We have seen them do all in their power to help the Blum government 
liquidate the strikes when they were becoming embarrassing to the employers, 


The Communist Party has tried to put itsolf at the head of the mass movement for 
nid to Spain but not in any revolutionary manner. The Stalinists have taken up tha 
demand in a purely nationalistic way under the slogan: "Neutrality is anti-French." 
Whereas the workers are moved by international solidarity, with the Stalinist leaders 
it is a questioh of the fear of anothor Fascist country at the borders of France. 
Some sections of the French bourgeoisie are fearing this also. But above all, 4 
Fascist Spain in loague with Germany and Italy would bo most unhealthy for ths Soviet 
Union, Similarly, the Communist Party criticised Blum when he dined with the German 
banker Schact in Paris, but when France received a visit from the Polish dictator, 
General Ridz Smigly, L'Humanite groeted him with an article headed "Long Live Poland" 
in which was stated how much the Communists desire the friendship of Poland, for "tho 
friends of peace are also the friends of Franco," 


In the July 14th demonstrations of this yoar, red lags were carried in all the 
workers' ranks, Only the Communist Party had a bit of tri-color placed in a corner 
of their red flag, Tho Communists have voted for the military and armament budgets 
wnich are on thd increase. But this is not all. They make it evident that the Franch 
C.P, is nat satisfied with the People's Front. They want to see it broadened to in- 
Clude all the friends df the Franco-Soviet Pact. Some sections of the bourgeoisie are 
willing to support this, and so the Thorezes and the Cachins want to see the People's 
Front extended into a National Front, a revival of the Sacred Union which put the 
World War over, In such a government the Communist Partyites would be willing to take 
part. In this such people as Cachin are experts since they did precisely this in 1914. 
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Spain, with civil war raging from one end of the country to the 
/ declared there is not a proletarian revolution, merely the defence of 
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s of the Stalinists. All the prerequisites of a revolutionary situetion are 
The masses are restive and acting for themselves against tho conditions of 
nereasing misery. Their strikes have risen, since the outbroak of the Spunish Rovo- 
4 ution, from the economic to the political plane. The workers have no political 
party | capable of leading them in the struggle. On the contrary, they can only conduct 
og he strugile by breaking the discipline of such organizations as they have, their 
oP, $.P., and C.G.T,. The Government is very unstable, with tho Radicals more and 
ore dissatisfied with Blum and with the Senate reprosenting a solid body against the 
Peornle's Rront. 


| Tao strikes havs cut through the People's Front from top to bottom. Workers have 
: fought side by side rogardless of whether they were Catholic, Socialist or Croix de 
Feu, On tic other hand, many small employers in the Radical Party, are impatient for 
an end to the strikes and must line up with the big employers to accomplish this. 
Other middlc« class people are desperate and ready to follow any group that will act 
decisively. The workers will win these lower middle classes to their side if they 
make a definite bid for power, understanding at the same time the needs of the many 
ruined people and trying to keep them as allies not by oapitulating to the big oemploy- 
ers, as the Stalinists have done. 


The French bourgeoisis, for their part, are in a precarious position. Interna- 
tionally, they are losing their Little Entente which is going over to the side of tho 
powerful Fascist alliance. Internally, there is no way of calming the workers. Social 

reforms they cannot afford. The pressure of the mass strikes forced Blum to grant 
such reforms to a certain extent, but the employers cannot afford to keep up with then, 
The chaos in the country has actually increased since the Blum regime came in, 


Had the troops been called out during tiie strikes to shoot down the workers, then 
and there the civil war would have broken out. Tho bourgeoisie well know this and for 
this reason they hesitate to go furthor. On the other hand, the present situation can- 
not continue. It is difficult to see how the civil war can now be avoided, The worker 
have gone too far for them to turn back. Théir task now is to break from the treacher- 
ous organizations and build their own organsof powor started during the strikes, name- 
ly, the shop committeos. At the same time they should organize their Soviets which 
can take in tho broader masses of poor toilors and agricultural laborers, 


a 


: Civil war in France means inevitably ths break down of the Franco-Soviot Pact. 

It means that Hitler will move on Russia. It moans further intervention in Spain 

and the unleashing of a new world war. As far as the workers are concerned, the 
events in Spain und Franco have already been enough to show them that the domination 
of the Communist International is broken, its day is past and the future will be with 
the Fourth International which will have to be organized in the course of the struggle. 


Revolution in France means the end of the false Stalinist theory of Socialism in 
One country in which the world revolution was sacrificed for the interests of backward 
Russia. It is positively inconceivable that the French revolutionists will look upon 
Stalinism with anything but the strongest disgust bordering on nausea. A French Revo- 
luti onary movement will be bound to spread to Belgium,to Holland and to other countries 
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THE UNEMPLOYMENT CRIS IN CHICAGO 


What is to become of the hundreds of thousands of Chicago's unemployed and their 
families and of the millions of unemployed throughout the country? 


Not since 1932 have we had a situation as bad as this, In Chicago, for months 
the relief stations have been closed and boarded up and only now are they temporarily 
reopened. Each week the number of new families becoming destitute and needing relief 
becomes greater. When a family gets down to its last penny and the city and county 
authorities fall down completely on the job, starvation stares these helpless people 
in the face. The private charitiss claim they are overwhelmed with cases and can 
take no more. And everybody knows the endless red tape that is wrapped around private 
cha rity. It is even worse than getting on the relief, 


Everything possible is being done to got rid of those families who are already 
on the relief rolls. Cases are being checked and rechecked, affidavits must be signed 
every few months in the hope that the client will be tripped up on some of his stato- 
ments and the excuse taken for cutting him off relief. Food checks have been cute 
But the price of food is not getting cheaper, on the contrary, it is steadily rising. 
The drought has given an cxcuse to raise pricos of vegetables, eggs, butter and milk 
so that these necessities of life are now luxuries which the poor cannot afford to buy. 
Added to this is the disgracoful sales tax which adds a cent or two to every little 
order of groceries the uncisployed buy. The unemployed themselves are being taxed for 
their own upkeep in this city and state of wealthy corporations, Some of the biggest 
trusts in the country have their headquarters in Illinois and right hore in Chicago, 
The steel corporations, the moat~paoking houses, the mail order houses and department 
stores are all multi-nillionaire firms. And yot the state has to com to the poor 
relief cliants who are forced to live on $1.15 to $2. per week to contribute money 
for their own support, 


There is no lack of food supplies in this country. Everywhere wo see stores 
bursting with food. The hungry unemployed have to smell the tantalizing odors from 
restaurants and have to see the tempting, nourishing food laid out in the stores under 
their yvory oyes. In Now York City, in the spring of 1935, 7,000 Negroes in Harlem, 
driven to desperation by hunger and misery of relief conditions "rioted" and seized 
food from the stores to fill their empty stomachs. After that the city authorities 
began to sit up and take notice and to pay some attention to the awful conditions in 
Herlem. Just as bad conditions prevail here in Chicago, particularly in certain quar- 
ters, as in the Negro section of tho South Side. Only recontly a report was lade by 
Dr. Wirth of the University of Chicago to the South Side Federated Council on Relief 
that 25,000 people on the South Sido wore actually on the verge of starvation. 


Since July lst no rent checks have been issucd. Now for the first half of Septeme 
ber the niggardly sum of $800,000 has been allotted for Chicago's 21 relief stations. 
Of this, $600,000 will go for food. Thus it is plain that very little will be paid 4 
Yor rent. Since July evictions heve been increasing ond have now become like an epi- } 
demic, Sick people, mothers with small children, the aged, all these helpless peoplo | 
without a cent to their names ars being thrown with their furniture out into the stroot. 
They ere sleeping in hullways, in parks and even outside in the streets. 


In sections of the city where light housekeopirg and kitchenette apmrtments pre- 
vail, the landlords are siuply putting vad locks on tho doors and the tenant finds hin- 
Self suddenly without a home, Ail summer no money has been issued to relief clients 
for gas and light. The public utility comprnices have a wonopoly and they are nerciless. 
Just as soon as the bill is not peid the gas or light is shut off. The fanily must 
Gropo around in the dark by candle light in this 20th century of "scientifio progress." 
dnd how can they prepare meals without gas? Even water has been shut off in some cases, 
The street hydrant then becomes the only place to get water, but the cops are waiting 


there to drive poople away from that source. In one case there was not snough moncy 
vven to bury the doad. 


A human being noeds a little more than just bare food to live, but everything but 
just a little bit of food has becn taken away from the relief clients. Ice for the hot 
weather, milk for babies and invalids, medicine for the sick, these things are no nore 
to bs bed. Psoplo are simply left ebandoned in their misery. The wretchedness is so 
great in tis poor sections of ths city that anyone would think some sudden calamity 
had heiallen the land such as an certhquake or famine. But no, it is just the sane 
depression and uneuployment that we have had now for seven years. 


Seven years, and the provisions for caring for the unemployed are in complete 
chaos! The responsibility is shifted from tne federal government to the state, fron 
the state to tho county and then to the township. Nobody knows where to turn. Instead 
of one unifors administration on a stable basis there are now several hundred separate 
administratious handing out relief. The cenitalist class is sither blind to the fact 
that unemploymont is now permanent, or they refuse to aduit what they know, The unen- 
ployne:ut is not some unexpected affliction or "Act of God*®. It is the direct and lo- 
gical result of the capitalist wodte of production. So long as there is modern capital. 
ism there will be un omploynment, But the capitalists and their government agents will 
uever admit this unless forced by the pressure of the working class to do so. Rather, 
ticy take refuge in lies about the return of prosperity in order to dodge responsibili- 
ty for their failure to provide a well organized relief system for the permanent arny 
of unGotployed, 


411 these changes mean that nore hands aro extended through which tho money must 
,°S3, Hore palms are to be greased, more graft is to bo handed out for numerous offi- 
dials. By turnin, the relief over to the local politicians the power of tne ward 
ueeler to round up the votes is increased, the tyranny of the local boss is intensified 
and everything is rendered chaotic in the highest degree. Added to this is the disgrace 
fal situation such as exists in Chicago where the mayor and the governor fight it out 
at the expense of the unemployed. Because Kelly and Horner have a political feud eam 
ou60 blocks the measures of the other. Such outrages could exist only because the un- 
employed have not as yet thrown their own heavy hand into the cofiflict and shoved 
ticese greasy politicians into the garbage can where they belong. 


In some localities now the authoritiss claim to be witnout any funds whatsoever 
to feod the hungry people on the reliof lists, not to speak ef those who have become 
dcestituto and need to get on the relief. Fourteen townships in Cook County were given 

>» funds at all for September because of a ruling by Attorney General Otter Kernor, 
se townsLips are supposed to rely on selling the new property tax bonds but because 
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is plain: age puriaReTayod men and women ond their families are not — 
cana the depression nor for ths criminal inefficiency of administer- 
Ne | ; The working class cannot for a woment tolerate that the unemployed be 
6 the goats for all this. The employers would like to make a pariah class of tho 
sloyed comiemning them to live in hopeless misery, ssperating them from the rest 
. the workers. It has even been proposcd by one brillisnt capitalist politician taat 
the people O11. relief be deprived of the vote. This would mako them real outcasts. Kox 
For seven years now the employers have locked the workers out of the factories and have 
= ‘the warehouses bursting with food in their faces. The crisis has resulted in 
in neveased profits for the small numbor of multi-millionaires who stand at the head of 
the big corporations and big banks. By installing new machinery (which under capital- 
2 ism creates new unemployment) and by squeezing out small employers they are getting 
‘vichner and morepovorful with every year of suffsring for the masses. The leckout of 
tho workers from the factorics is really a conspiracy on the part of this small group 
of bosses in order to keep their orofits up. They could take in the unemployed into 
the factcries if they were willing to sell their goods produced at less profit, but 
this they will ndt do. 


This situation will not change until the WORKERS OPEN THE FACTORIES AND RUN THEM 
THEMSE'VES. Let us not fool surseivius that there is any other way out. Let us turn 
our attention to this fact instead of pleading to be allowed to de eternal boondogglors 
forever shovelling gravel on petns in the parks or building cabins in the woods for the 

*well-to~do to enjoy their vacaitious in. fhis is a real blind alley for the working 
Class--it can lead oily to Something worsc, to the forced iabor camps of Fascism. 
Responsibility for the starvation must be placed squarely upon the boss class. Mcan- 
while the monsy needed for relicf must coms from them--from the banks, the wealthy cor+ 
porations. The sales tax which directly taxes tho poor is an outrage that mst bo 
abolished. 


What is the Outloo!:? 


Is prosperity returning? Will the slections iiclpx the situation? Some sections 
of the labor movement are trying to spread dangerous illusions that Reoseovelt is pre- 
fcrablie to Landon and som of them are boosting Roosevelt as a great Mossiah. But 
the experisnce of the last four yoars has alroady proven thot the unemployment is stil] 
with us on & mess scale in spite of all the grandiose plans of Roosevelt to solve it. 

Facts have been published that mich less goods are consumed in 1936 than in 1929 in 
8 tte of the great increase of population since that time. Building matcrials such 
as brick, sand and lime sre being used 85% less, locomotives 75% less, factory con- 
_ struction is 75% less, iron ore 40% less, etc. As far as consumption goods is con-~ 
' ©6rnad, 40% less hogs are being consumed, 20% less butter, 10% less poultry and 10% 
less cotton. These figures moan in plain English that the masses are gotting less 
to eat and less to wear and that there is much less inductrial activity in the country 
such as movemucnt of freight and building of fuctories and houses than in 1929. The 
i tolk about prospsrity roturning is pure bunk. 


Under Roosevelt tlio rolief has been ruthlessly cut and now conditions are so bad 
for the W,P.A, workers that they are compelled to go on strike in thousands. Even 
iow 6,000 W.P.4, workers arc on strike in Minnsepolisk under the banner of the Workers 
Alliances. Santa Claus Roossvelt cannot prevent all this; he has no wonderful gifts 
up his slosve for the next four ysars,. 


As for Landon, he has taken a clear stand for a return to the Hoover con¢ 


wage ieee’ open shop, throwing the unemployed on private charity. No mattor which 
candidete is elected, the problem of unsmployiicnt will still be just as pressing. — 
The capitalist system can never solve uneuployent no matter what political form of 
government it may t:ke. It is only when the workers takex things into their own hands, 
set up a Workers State end manage production sand distribution themselves that we can 
permanently get rid of unomployment, war and poverty. The workers nust act themselves, 
solidly united together, in such a way es to weaken the capitalist class and strongthen 
their own power, 


Wheat is to be done hers end now? 


I. To prevent cvictious the unomployed organizations must undertake the following 
steus : 

1. Organisation of Block Conmittses to canvess al] olocks in order to know in ad-= 
vance just Wwucre «en eviction is to teks place and prepare for it. 

&e FPicksting of ell houses where Jet leas take place, dexsuncing the lanclerd by 
NANG.» 

3. Solidarity of all tenants to be organized behind the evictod. HKscfusal to pay 
rents in protaat ageinst the evictions. Tsnants Leagues to be organized to carry oa 
rent strikes egainst evictions and high rents. 

4. DPicketing of the Eyictions Court building and one big domonsitrsation to bo orgami- 

26d in front of it to protest the ovictions, 

S. The compulsory opening of «ll public buildings, setticment houses, churches ¢ua 
such for the shelter of those evictod, The taking over of «ll cupty buildings for 
this purpose, 


II. To fed the hungry the following plan of action should be attempteds. 

1. Denoustrations to be Held in tic poor neivhborhoods to arouses the workers and 
to mobilize them cround the organization. Whsrever there is a food warchouse or center 
of biz fcod stores = deuonstration skould be held there to bring hows the fect that the 
workers are.starving in the midst of plenty. ‘Tho dewond must be raisod evar sharper 
for the opening of the warehouses to the hungry and the factories to the unemploycd, 

&. The deaonstrations can te organized sround the slogans: FOR ADEQUATE RELIEF, 
TAX THE WHALTIY, DOWN VITH TH S4ATES TAX, A MORATORIUM Oli RENTS FOR Ti JORLESS. 
Special denands cen be worked out for thed.P.A. workers. 


III. The slogan "We Want Worl" mist be dropped. This can only bo a reactionary slogan 
that benefits the bosses. The canitulist likes to soe the workers work. It moans his 
weelth, copital, will be inersased and that he cau try to beat his competitor down 
bettcr. It means that his workers are still under his eee fon It meais thet he 
can better prepare for war. His workers huve their muscles hardaned. They will be 
better fightcrs and workors. He knows that every bit * work that the workers do will 
increase his powcr and stability. It is not work that the capitalists fear--it is the 
class struggle. The boss fears that the workers will demand that the stuff which thoy 
prouucs should be turned over to them as the direct producers, thet the fuctorius si,oul) 
be owned and controlled by the working class and the capitalists "rubbed out", 


The slogan "WeWant Work" takes attention away from the main job, that of wiping 
out the capitalists kk and their cntire work ‘sy ston. How can you attack the system 
which hires labor and exploits it when you aro clamoring for work undor that systom, 
demnding and beseoching it? And if work is such a fine cure for unemployment, then 
how does it come sbout that just before the crisis bogan everyone was busy, everyone 
was at work and weges wore relatively high? Is it not true that just bofore overy : 
capitalist crisis wo hayo a period of feverish activity where everyone is working full 
speed under capitalism? 


These people who shout "We Want Work" fail to realize that it was precisely becaus 
ryone was working that we did have such « terrible crisis. The workers wefe® boing 


" implies that what is ee ning hs egies sys ten of 
Sis on ‘the 


“aghR Even the biieiiaceretebie’ the Coughlinites and the Share-the-wealth-ites are smarter 
han) the workers who shoul "WsWeant Work". These middle class eloments do not holler 
‘or work, they ery for $200 a nonth or $5,000 a year or sons such idea that shows thet 
they know there is plenty of wealth around but that it is not distributed to all the 
psople. Is it not funny that theses middle class pcople should be aeearte more goods 
for theascives «nd the workers who have produced all the goods shovld ke asking not 
for wcre goods but merely for "York"? So long as the workers take such a peer ity ate 
] titude they will be kicked around from pillar to post by every crook and politician 
 n office, 
Those who are constantly doranding "Wo Want Work" cai: never object to the kind of 

| fork that is given them even if they are put to work building military roads aid in- 

proving naval stations or creating wechinery for arnaient construction end aununition 

production. To shout for "Vork" and then to shout "Strike against war preparations® 


is an impossible and ridiculous proposition. For cvsry one knows that all work undor 

: cepitalism today mst be work for war preperations. If factories orc booming today in 
Germany, it is because of the inminence of wer. For theso who want jobs thers is open 
only the mass murder industry of wer. Today cepitalism is no longer constructive but 
G6minently destructive. It wastes and tears down far mors than it builds up. To deuand 
work undefx capitalism mecus to deuand work that increases the destructivsnass, the 
waste, tho misery of the world. 


It must be constantly born in wind that the demena for work is the donand to Work 

-.sf présent social conditions, with cenitelist control and direction. But what is 
tits capitalist control? It is a control that destroys the crops, that lays waste the 

| soil, that rots tho products, that rusts the machinery, that devastates the land, that 
kills the humans. Such is capitalist control. If a dam is built it is to produce more 
electric power for war time. If new reseurch is undertaken it is to throw out the work- 
@rs from jobs. If capitalism is devalopod, it is only to raise tho destructive power 
of the ruling class. 


Instesd of "We Went Work” let us demand WORKES CONTROL OVER PRODUCTION. Let the 
workers begin to think of taking over the means of production into their own hands to 
be managed for thcir benefit. This is the only way to end starvation and unemployment 
forsver. 


) 


IV. Solidarity must be built up botweon the unemployed and the He SPR sections of the 


, 
: 


| working class. Woe must not tolerate the seperation which the capitalist government audd 
. bosses try to bring about. The union workers must coustantly ena a the issue of unenm- 

_ ployment in their unions and mst force the officials to «ct and to halp such organizna- 
7 


tions as the Workors Alliance. On the other hand ths unscuployed organizat ions must 
insist upon help from the trade unious in the work. There are many unions ia Spring- 
field, Illinois, for example, and yet in the last hunger march there was no unions 
_ that offered its hall to keep the unomployed marchers out of the rain, there was no 
to offer funds for food, there was none to uclp in the demonstration. Such a scr 


> 
a 
I : 


yc 


a 
cannot throw helpless people upon their own resources when such resources fo not 
exist. 13688 

Suppose the unions of Chicago, merely those belonging to the Chicazo Federation _ 
of Labor were to declare that they would ge on strike for one day in order to end the | 
unemployment crisis in Chicago and compel the government and city officials to act to { 
care for the unemployed, would «ot ali the workers stop work with joy at being able 4 
to enter into this important battle? ould ot all the unorganized rally round the 
trade unions making them stronger than ever? Would not the employed and the trade 
unions be united into one solid strong army? Does any one imagine the Kellys and the © 
Horners would not come out of their rat-holes to improve conditions for the masses ? 
Would we have the hundreds of evictions now taking place? Would the landlords be so 
braz en as to refuse admittance to unemployed families wio need shelter? Merely to 
as k these questions is to answer them? THE CRYING NEED OF ThE HOUR IS THH ONE DAy 
GENERAL STRIKE OF ALL LABOR TO © D PE UNEMVLOYESNT CRISIS. si . 


4 


VI. The “Yorkers Alliance is © national organization of the unemployed. “We urge ali 
workers to join it and help to »uild it vo into a .iilitant organization to fight for | 
the interests of the unemploved, wiethcr relief clien:s or ..:.4. or other workers. 
' 
| 
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REGINSNTATION OF THR YOUrT 


(Extract from a letter froma CCC camp) 
Sept.15,1936 


",,.As for myself, well it's the same old routine. "xcept for occasional wood 
fires, things are generally the same. You asked me to descrive the camp life, so here 
ZOOS veer 
The COS is unguestionably a well integrated part of the regular army. This 
can be seen by the fect thet it is divided into the seme 9 army corps that the army 
has, for one thing, Bach corps area in the (vi is divided into districts. The basic 
unit of the CSC is the company, There are about 20 compenies to a district. 


ach company has a strength of 165 men, aside from officers, foresters and 
the like. Privious to April 1936 each company had 206 men, The reduction in each comp 
anyts strength did not affect the total CUC's strength, and it still stands at 350,000 
mea, Itts easy to see how they could get more work done and cover more territory by 
reducing each company and establishing nov ones with the surplus thrown from each comp- 
any. ; 
The CCC as a weole is headed by one Robert Fechner - if I'm not mistaken he 
was one of the dollar-a-vear executives pressed into service during the last war. Each 
company is officered by reserve officers, generally two at each caimp. The actual work 
in the field is done under the supervision of either tie Dep(t of the Interior, Pep't 
of “griculture, Bureau of “eclamation,Dep't of “razing, Forestry, etc. 4s far as 
authority goes it's mostly the army, with these oticr departments simply acting in 
advisory capacity, Other agencies of t’« governmental bureaucracy play their role,¢es. 
for exemple the Vi.?.A. The Federal Theater Art Projects puts on plays, puopet shows ; 
“ce, 4“lso the ¥.2.A. provides each cam> wit an educstional advisor, vo breaches the 
‘1 hooey about making your way in the wo:ld,ete, They also arrange sport programs, — 
of course are pBreat ways to keep the fellows from getting discontented. 
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_ The reguler army hierarchy is very much present in the form of the army officers 
and then the sther gradations of leaders, assistant leaders, etc, The last mentioned 9 
tities are given to the "common Johns" who show the most ‘infustry", "integrity" and 
the other blah blah. They get more money of course, a leader gets v45 a mont!: and an — 
assistant leader gots $36 per. i ai . 


In most cases enrollees (camouflage for private) are recruited from the relief 
rolls in their respective localities, Being in the CCC renders any other member of 
the family ineligible for H.me Relief or a '.P.A. job. “ great way of lowering relief 
standards, for only $22 of the $30 a month goes home now, and $8 goes to the enrollee, 
It used to be $25 and $5 but so much fuss was kicked up in the camps because its 
damn hard to get along on {5 a month, that they changed it to $22 and #8, Each camp 
also has a certain percentage of L.l.iM.'s (local experienced men) that they put on 
the rolls when they sre short of the necessary 165 men, These draw all their pay at 
camp, regardless of their rating. The others who draw more than $30 a month are not 
required to send more than $25 home, which is a neat way of brihing them in order to 
divide the workers, 


The actual degree of regiméntation may be seen in the routine. “le arise at 6 
every morning (to a bugle call of course) breakfast at 6.30, sweep up, make up our 
beds in uniform style. Work call (,ugle) comes at 7.30. Trucks take us to work;gener- 
ally we work within a 15 mile radius , except for forest fires. Our camp is strictty 
a forestry camp. We trim woods, dig water-holes (for use in case of fire), build roads, 
battle tree diseases, plant trees, improve streams, build fire-trails,etc. To continue 
the routine, we lunch at 12(two sandwiches and coffee): the idea is that if we were 
fed a full meal at noon, lethargy would set in and thus much time would be wasted, 

We quit work between 3 and 3.30 depending on how far from the camp we're working and 
are back at camp at 4 p.m, after which we wash and dress in our regular army uniforms 
(regulation olive drab). have retreat at 4,30,This is the ceremony of lowering 
the flag. The bugle blows and we're off for the mess hall in columns of two. 


I forgot to mention - while we're out working, the army officers inspect the 
barracks - and woe to him whose bed is not made right, or whose floor is dirty] Thdse 
deling uent in this respect are given ex!ra work (after supper) in the kitchen, digg- 
ing ditches,etc, Every Friday night the barracks are scrubbed en masse, and Saturday 
mornings we have inspection, during which we stand by our beds and are given the once 
over by the Captian. For this the beds are made up, shoes polished, boots cleaned, 
all olothing must be clean, You can't even have a dirty pair of socks in your bag, 
or else you can expect plenty of extra duty, or if you do it too often then oan fine 
you.In order to leave the camp grounds for any reason, one must get a pass at the 
office, The only time this routine is suspended is when there is a forest fire or a 
flood. Under the aforementioned circumstances there's no telling how many hours we 
must put in, Ordinarily we work about 40 hours a week for the forestry dep't and prob- 
ably 5 to 10 for the army (generally around the camp proper like shovelling cinders, 
building a coal shed, and general work to make the camp more habitable. 


- 

The food in general is lousy, There are the two sandwiches for lunch, and for 
supper mountains of hash and beans, and quite a few of the boys raise pimples owing to 
the unusual amount of starch in the food. 0, many occasions we are given (but it@ s 
not consumed) yesterday's left-over potatoes. The officers at our camp have a swell 
racket. They go and buy vegetables from the farmers nearby and sell them to the mess 
fund at a good profit. When there are complaints about the food,they point out that 
it's hard to buy enough on the 46¢ per capita daily ration that the government allows 
them, It's hard to prove this, because you'd have to swipe a bill of sale from them to 
prove it, I only learned of this racket by luck; one of the girls that I know told me 
that her father did business with the captain in this way. I tried to persuade her to 
get me some proof but she was afraid, Another racket is worked at the Canteen (army 
term for company store).Cigarettes are sold at 15¢ and two boxes for 25¢, so when two 
people pay 15¢ each, that makes 5¢ in the officers ' pockets. 


tor from a nearby town visits us every morning, but you've got to be pretty damn sick 
to get out of work. Axe cuts make up the most frequent injuries. Many boys are sent 
back to work limping, and with half-healed gashes on their legs, Athlete's foot and 
ringworm are fairly common, Winter brings in its trein bronchitis, pneumonia and the 
like. I might mention that the boys in ovr company staged a strike last winter because 
of having to work in below zero weather, and they won, 


There is an inftrmary at the camp proper with two first aid men in charge.A doc- 1 


What is tery bad here is the cesspool that they have as a catch basin for the 
waste and excrement matter. It should have been condemned long ago and the company 
moved, but I guess they think our work is necessary and so they ignore it, Other 
holes are dug, to no avail. It stinks like hell. The clothing we are given is mostly 
army leftovers. In winter they're not warm enoyzh and in sumer they're too damn hot, 


One thing is certain, the turnover of personnel in the CCC is terrific. Even 
between enlistments (April and O,tober) they go home by devious ways. One way is to 
have some one write you a letter saying there is a job for you at home, Rnother is 
" poing over the hill" - in other words, running away, Between April and July of this 
year the CCC dropped from 350,000 to 29§6000.It is so hard to keep a company at full 
strength or even near it that a munber of changes were made in the regulations. First 
they eliminated the 30 day training period at vu mp Dix, Second, now when wny one goes 
home he can't re-enlist for a year Another is when you get a letter teliang you there 
is a job, the captain telegraphs your liovrl .elief stacion to checx up_ 


The turnover is a great factor in keeping down strike aystion. The newer men 
are generally backward at that sert of thans, and prevent solidarity of action. In 
addition to the cold weather strike I mentioned before my company had a food strike 
also last winter. Actually there have beer thousands of food strikes in the CC’. One 
company I know of at Green Lake, N.Y.(near Svracuse) has had over 10 food strikes in 4 
months. When a strike takes place, some colonel or major comes down to investigate, 

If he finds the capt, guilty,of rifling the mess fund, that captain gets fired. Repard- 
less of theft or not, the agitators and strike leaders if they can be tracked down are 
discharged, Segregation is the policy for the Nezroes, who are placed in separate 
camps. One of the results of ti is was ar ce riot at Campt Dix in October 1988. Thous- 
ands were hurt, and many shot by the military police at the post. There is quite a 
mixture of nationalities in my company, Italians, cvews, Spaniards, Yankees,etc, 


I'd say that in their blind way the boys are getting radicalized. There are 
the strikes, and a typical A,erican contempt for the rich. Some are Coughlinites and 
many think Roosevelt is a socialist, They despise scabs and strike breakers, The slower 
er ones are the farm boys. They are generally the ones who are given ratings. Most of 
the boys view with contempt any attempt to fully militarize the CCC. Some camps have 
conducted polls and sentiment is against it, Not many of the boys have done factory 
work, but some think that is their only perspective. The average age is between 16 and 
20 years, I'd say that not more than 10% of theboys go to church on Sunday. It's so 
bad that the Capt, often has services conducted right in camp, and still he won't get 
more than 15/, ; 

Of course, no compensation whatever is provided in the event of imjuries or 
death. In case of severe illness they might move you to one of the army base hospitals. 
If youtre incurable, or sustain permanent injuries, you are given a medical discharge. 
They won't treat you at all if your illness or injury was acquired while not in the 
line of duty. Especially is this true in cases of venereal disease. Another lousy thing 
4s the presence of shylocks or loan shaaks in every camp, They'll loan you $1 for$1.50, 
$2 for $3, etc. If the loan shark can't collect, the captain will collect for him, 
simply by subtracting from the sucker's pay. 


There is very little more I can say bbout it all, so I'l} olose hy wioking you 


all the best of health and luck," ong 
ete 


